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The most unique and the most interesting series of events in 
all history is that series which taken together constitutes the his- 
tory of the chosen people. This history may be placed side by 
side with that of other nations, and the comparison will always 
show a superiority in at least many particulars. Covering so 
many centuries, presenting points ot contact with so many 
nations, including struggles of such momentous character, bring- 
ing about results so full of significance for all the world, where 
is there such a history ? One is at a loss to determine by what 
name this history should be entitled. " History of Israel" is too 
narrow, for so broad and significant are its lines that it might 
almost be called a " World's History." And, besides, a History 
of Israel must be as yet incomplete since Israel is still enacting 
history ; while on the other hand, the history of which we speak, 
though in one sense continuing, was after all finished when, as 
its highest outcome, the Son of Man appeared and introduced a 
new order of things. The name "Bible History" signifies noth- 
ing, nor may " Biblical History " be accepted. Both are indefinite ; 
both suggest a kind of thing which, when examined, proves to 
be fantastic, if not grotesque. The attempt recently made by a 
well known writer to show that Biblical history was a distinct 
kind of history with its own standards of historiography, and 
something to be kept apart from all other history, deserves con- 
sideration, but does not do justice to the case in hand. "His- 
tory of the Old Testament" means a history of the books 
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constituting the Old Testament. If by " Old Testament His- 
tory" we mean the history which presents itself in and through 
the Old Testament, and if in using the term we allow ourselves 
the liberty of introducing also that history from the outside 
which directly connects itself with Old Testament history during 
the progress of the same, this, perhaps, is the best of all the 
terms which have been suggested. 



It may seem a bold assertion, and yet it is true, that this his- 
tory has never yet been written. We have in our possession 
neither a manual of this history satisfactory for use in the class- 
room, nor any exhaustive and scientific treatment of it. " Out- 
lines" and "Bible Histories" and " Histories of Israel" have, to 
be sure, been written, but there is nowhere a treatment which, 
while recognizing the established results of modern scholarship, 
conserves sufficiently the statements of truth most commonly 
accepted. These outlines or histories are either too old, ante- 
dating the great discoveries of the last twenty years, and lacking 
entirely in the new spirit of historical research, or too new, based 
upon mere conjecture and neglecting to consider certain most 
important factors. 

The question is asked every day, What book may be placed 
in the hands of students to furnish them a true idea of Old Testa- 
ment history ? and every day the question goes unanswered. 
It is true that Ewald has grasped as no other man the meaning 
and significance of Israel's history, but if Ewald were living, much 
that is fundamental in his treatment would undergo radical 
change. It is true that Stade has treated the whole subject in a 
most scholarly way and with all the modern discoveries within 
his reach, but Stade's work will live no longer than Stade him- 
self lives ; in part because he has not shown the skill or the soul 
of a great historian ; partly because he has blinded himself to 
many things clearly seen by others. The Old Testament history 
has not yet been written. The work of writing it is a work of 
the future. More than two thousand years have passed since 
the last event of this strange and wonderful history was enacted. 
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Nevertheless, the most important events constituting it are still 
held in doubt. Its real significance is only partly comprehended ; 
its philosophy is still unknown. Who will undertake the task of 
giving to the world a treatment which will do justice to the 
character of the events treated ? 



The difficulties in the way of properly performing such 
a task are many and great. The man who undertakes to write 
an Old Testament history must know intimately all ancient 
history. The beginnings, even from the most modern point of 
view, lie far back in what are really prehistoric times ; the end 
will not be reached until the new dispensation has been ushered 
in at the coming of the Saviour. There is scarcely any ancient 
nation whose history is familiar to us with which Israel did not 
come in contact, and from which Israel did not receive some- 
thing. To understand what was received and the results of the 
new influence thus exerted, requires in every case a knowledge 
of the nation exerting the influence. The fact that the whole is 
so far removed from us, while in some respects advantageous, is 
in other respects a source of serious difficulty. We are, without 
doubt, better able now to understand the philosophy of it all, but 
since the philosophy is based upon the actual facts which it seeks 
to explain, and since the very existence of these facts is, as many 
think, questionable, the historian does his work with much 
uncertainty. A century or two ago before the real development 
of the critical spirit, when men for the most part were accus- 
tomed to accept that which had been handed down to them, the 
task of writing history was comparatively easy. To-day the 
case is different. Everything must be held up for examination 
and for test. The foundations even, as it seems to some, have 
been shaken. The true historian finds himself rebuffed on every 
side. An independence of judgment and freedom from preju- 
dice of every kind, an overwhelming desire for truth and the 
courage to announce the truth when once it is supposed to have 
been discovered, all these characteristics are required. The 
difficulties are of many kinds and many of each kind. 
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Before the historian may fairly undertake his task, certain 
other important work must have been completed. The back- 
bone of the Old Testament has been said to be the prophetic 
element which it contains. This prophetic element takes the 
form of story of past achievement and past humiliation ; criti- 
cism of present conditions and present tendencies ; announce- 
ment of future ideals, promising future glory and prosperity, 
and at the same time threatening future disgrace and destruction. 
This prophetic work had a beginning and growth, a culmination 
and decline, and at last an end. This history might almost be 
said to be Old Testament history itself. It includes every 
utterance of every prophet, all of which must be interpreted in 
order to secure the conception of things which was intended by 
Israel's greatest men. Before an Old Testament history can be 
written, there must first be written the history of prophecy. 



The history of a nation is largely moulded by its institutions 
and laws. If this is true of every nation, it was peculiarly true 
of Israel. First of all must be determined whether Israel's insti- 
tutions and laws came objectively without reference to the vari- 
ous situations in which the nation was placed, and the exigencies 
which from time to time arose, or, as among other nations, 
from generation to generation, from century to century. If the 
latter alternative is chosen, the question again presents itself : 
Did the Israelitish law contain in it a definite factor which reg- 
ulated events and exigencies so as to prepare the way and pro- 
vide the demand for the laws which were to be promulgated ; 
or was Israelitish law like Roman law, simply a matter of ordi- 
nary development under the general providence of an all-seeing 
God ? Put the question in another form. Is there a history of 
Israelitish legislation, and, if so, of what nature is this history? 
To-day the question may be regarded settled. There was a his- 
tory of Israelitish legislation, and this history, as well as that of 
the prophetic influence, must be written before it will be possible 
to write a true history of the nation Israel. 

Nor is this all. Events and institutions constitute, to be sure, 
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the larger part of the nation's history, but a part equally import- 
ant is the nation's thinking ; its method of dealing with the 
great problems of life ; this is something internal and funda- 
mental. Israel had a philosophy ; crude, perhaps, and unsatisfy- 
ing, but a philosophy which must be included in its history. 
When did this philosophy begin? What were the main princi- 
ples upon which it was founded? and, for the sake of conven- 
ience, regarding philosophy and theology as one, what were the 
steps in its development? How fully had these conceptions 
grown before the end of the Old Testament had come? The 
history of Israel's philosophy and theology is, after all, the 
greatest division in Israel's history, and the working out of 
this must precede a satisfactory discussion of the history at 
large. 



We who are interested in the Old Testament, whether as 
students or as scholars, have before us, therefore, three prelim- 
inary lines of work which we must do before we may understand 
properly or treat comprehensively this subject concerning which 
so much is said and so little accurately known. Something of 
the history, to be sure, must be known before we begin the study 
of any one of these preliminary subjects. Much of this history 
will be discovered in connection with the study of them, but the 
history itself in all its fullness and in all its significance, will 
present itself and will be understood only as we have prepared 
ourselves broadly and thoroughly by this preliminary work. 
Does any importance attach to the order in which these three 
preliminary subjects shall be taken? No. The study of each is 
the study of all three. Given at the beginning the barest famil- 
iarity with the general facts, we may take up with profit any 
one of the three. The priest, the prophet, the sage, — each had 
his work to do for Israel and for the world. Each did his work, 
and in the doing of it made his contribution to that unity, com- 
plex and complicated it may be, but still a unity which in all 
its variety makes up what we may call " Old Testament 
History." 
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In all instruction and investigation the danger most near is 
that of emphasizing what is not fundamental. In a field of 
study like that of the Bible, where new discoveries, new views, 
new theories are so interesting to so wide a circle and so closely 
related to practical life, the danger is all the greater. How 
many of the thinkers, investigators, theologians, critics of the 
past have thought their views essential to the progress of the 
Church. And yet the Church quietly laid them aside and lived 
on without them. How much trouble and even disaster has 
been caused by some sincere men who insisted that what they 
believed was fundamental for all others. They forced upon all 
what in fact was temporary and incidental, not vital and perma- 
nent. Scholars, specialists everywhere are prone to this fault. 
Bible students have before them in the varied contents of the 
Book the best antidote for this disease. The Bible is ever 
striking out essential truths. Its writers hit at the center, and 
hence their thoughts will live in the hearts of men forever. 



